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Overview 

To ensure the House is ready for Dedication, we perform Details and Final Clean-up. In some cases, the 
Future Homeowner has not seen the completed house. At Dedication, family, friends and others will see the 
final product. 

To prepare for this set of tasks, think of how you, as a prospective home buyer, might look at the home. 
Does the exterior paint job look good? Do the doors open smoothly? Is the house clean? Are there unsightly 
blobs of texture on the walls? Are there unexpected gaps in finishes? Can you see through the windows?  

 

Tools: 
 Crevice Tools 
 Putty Knives 
 Rubber Gloves 
 Caulking Gun and Caulk  
 Spackle 
 Paint Brushes 
 Artists’ Brushes 
 Painter’s Tape 
 Paint Cups 
 Paint 
 Water Buckets 
 Rags and Paper Towels 
 Cleaning Products  
 Vacuum 
 Garbage Bags 

 

Preparation: 

Establish boundaries or pathways for Paint, Cleaning Products, and Volunteers to minimize traffic on Cleaned 
areas. 

Consider assigning Volunteers by task rather than location.  

E.g.: Cleaning ALL Countertops; Caulking; Performing touch-up Painting; Cleaning floors. 

 
 Assign some Volunteers to inspect and mark areas for Paint touch-up, Caulking, or both with Painter’s 

Tape. It may be helpful to write specific information on the Tape. 
 Assign a few experienced Volunteers to check for necessary repairs, and adjustments. These 

Volunteers can mark areas with Painter’s Tape for Caulking, Painting, or both. 
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 Assign one or two Volunteers to caulk where needed.  
 Assign a “Tiger Team” to perform Paint touch-up. This will minimize the number of paint containers 

and the likelihood of unexpectedly touching fresh paint. 

Remember - Artist’s brushes can be used for Paint touch-up. 

 

Repair & Touch Up 

 Fill any remaining gouges, holes, cracks and gaps with caulk, spackle or stucco patch (as 
appropriate). Especially check Baseboards at traffic corners and exterior door areas. 

 Check that all Cabinet trim was installed after Flooring 

Complete as needed. 

 Verify that Vanity tops and Countertops have been caulked to walls. 

Complete as needed. 

 Check that the visible underside of the Pony Wall countertop plywood has been painted 

Complete as needed. 

 Verify the gap between the Pony wall and the Countertop is caulked. 

Complete as needed.  

Install ¾”x1” trim (stop molding) if the gap is too big to fill with caulk alone.  

 Install Door Guides for Bypass doors. 

 Touch up all paint, as needed. 

 Check all Windows.  

Remove excess drywall mud with a wet rag wrapped around a plastic putty knife. 

Caulk any gaps between the window and drywall. 

Touch up paint, as needed. 
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Adjustments 

 Check to see that electrical Cover Plates rest flush against the wall.   

Adjust or spackle (never caulk) to hide gaps. 

Touch up paint, as needed. 

 Verify Door and hardware operation.   

Adjust as needed for acceptable operation. 

 Verify Window operation.  

Adjust as needed for acceptable operation. 

 

Cleaning 

 Clean out all Cabinetry. 

Only use Simple Green or Goo Gone cleaning products to remove and clean paint from 
Cabinets.  These products are less likely to damage the materials. 

 Clean the Countertops. 

 Remove any remaining protective film on the Appliances. 

 Wipe out the Refrigerator, Microwave Oven, and Oven. 

 Clean the Tub(s), Shower, and sinks. 

Vacuum out debris and wash out texture, etc.  

Use only non-abrasive cleaners (Bon Ami or Barkeeper’s Friend) on Tubs, Shower 
enclosures, and Sinks. 

If needed, use Goo Gone to remove factory adhesives. 

Inspect for damage to be repaired, and if any is found, mark with Painter’s Tape and notify 
Site Superintendent. 

 Wipe down all shelves – Pantry, Closets, Laundry. 
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 Mop the tile.   

Use only Simple Green cleaning solution, vinegar or Goo Gone to remove and clean paint 
from floor tile.  

 Vacuum the carpet, if any. 

 Remove paint spills from concrete areas, as needed. 

 Carefully power wash concrete with a fan tip, as needed. 

White vinegar will remove latex paint safely from most surfaces, but thick blobs will still need 
to be scraped down first. 

Windows 

 Clean the inside Frames of all windows. 

 Vacuum all debris from window Tracks. 

 Window Sills should be cleaned. 

 Check and repaint, as needed. 

 Clean all window Glass, inside and out. 

 

Spares/Excess Materials  

Provide spare/excess materials to the Homeowner 

 Samples/ partial containers of each paint color – Body, Trim and Interior. 

 Shingles and Ridge shingles 

 Baseboard and Casing 

 Irrigation Tubing and Goof Plugs 

 Special tools received with installations – Garbage Disposal wrench, Bath Accessory set 
screw tools. Irrigation Timer Control Box keys, Instruction/Owners manuals, etc


