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Once known as Phoenix’s first suburb, 
many refer to this community as “the 
neighborhood that time forgot.” Central 
City South, located directly south 
of Phoenix’s downtown skyline, 
consists of many multi-generational 
families still living in homes their 
parents and grandparents lived in. The 
average income for a family in these 
neighborhoods is roughly $20,000 per 
year, and as a whole, the community falls 
below the poverty line. The transformative 
development, investment and all-around 
makeover of Downtown Phoenix has 
seemingly stopped one block north of this 
community. 

Since March of 2018, Habitat has 
brought out hundreds of volunteers to 
help make home improvements including 
landscaping, painting and extensive work 
on a small community garden. 

For local families struggling to pay basic 
expenses, every bit helps. 

Habitat also replaces roofs, windows 
and doors if needed and plans to build 
30 new homes in and around this area 
over the next four years.
 
“We’re so pleased to partner with residents 
in the community to not only improve 
how the neighborhood looks, but also, 
make critical and affordable repairs for 
some who have lived here for generations,” 
says Gabriel Jaramillo, Director of 
Community Development at Habitat for 
Humanity Central Arizona. “Neighborhood 
revitalization projects like this could not 
happen without a partnership with the 
community and sponsors.”
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“Neighborhood revitalization projects like this could not happen 
    without a partnership with the community and sponsors.”

Volunteers from Quicken Loans fired up for a day of working with Habitat



Dear Habitat Supporters and Friends,

At Habitat for Humanity Central Arizona we bring God’s people together to build 
homes, communities and hope. Ours is a Christian mission that welcomes and serves 
everyone. We delight in bringing together generous sponsors and amazing volunteers to work 
alongside Arizona families to make their dream of homeownership come true. Nothing affirms 
this miracle more than when we dedicate a new home. I’m reminded of one home dedication 
recently in Tempe. Rosa and her daughter Mya had struggled for years in what can only be 
described as deplorable, unsafe and unhealthy conditions. At the closing of the ceremony in 
their bright, new living room, Rosa handed me a card with this message from her 13-year-old 
daughter. “This house means a lot to me. It means that I have a safe place to go. That I 
have somewhere to make memories and to be happy with the people I love and who love me. 
Thank you to everyone who made this dream of mine come true.” Every Habitat home 
is truly a miracle, as evidenced by this touching and meaningful message, made possible by 
volunteers and donors like you.  

We firmly believe that safe, decent and affordable shelter plays a crucial role in helping 
families create a new narrative, one filled with economic and family stability. Affordable 
homeownership and home repairs gives people the capacity to invest in themselves and 
their communities. The outcomes are long-lasting and life-changing. Studies of stable home 
ownership draw a straight line between housing quality and the well-being of children. Recent 
surveys of Habitat homeowners show improved grades and graduation rates, better health 
outcomes and parents who are more sure that they can meet their family’s financial needs. 
Wherever we work, we witness tangible evidence that strong and stable homes help 
build strong and stable communities. 

As the cost of construction escalates, Habitat has become more involved in working with 
families who own their home but can’t afford necessary upkeep and repairs such as: 
new roofs, energy-efficient windows, new HVAC units, landscaping and/or paint. We have 
multi-year commitments in three areas of the Valley with many others on our radar. These 
repair programs also require “sweat equity” from the families whether it be a portion of the 
actual costs and/or working alongside the volunteers. New homes require families pay an 
affordable mortgage and contribute 400 hours of sweat equity. 

As we celebrate the lives made better, we also recognize the immense work still to do. We 
are told 150,000 families still live in poverty housing right here in Maricopa County - a 
number both startling and convicting. At Habitat we believe we can serve even more Rosas 
and Myas whose lives were changed for the better when they moved into their new home! 

If you’re not already, we would welcome you as a donor, supporter and friend. And 
remember, donations to Habitat are eligible for a dollar-for-dollar Arizona state tax 
credit. Thank you again for thinking of Habitat - we appreciate you! 
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women build 2019
The Women Build is officially underway!

Things kicked off on early Saturday,
February 2nd with a multi-sponsor build

day and a traditional wall signing ceremony
that included the family. It was a gorgeous

day with an unrivaled sense of spirit and
enthusiasm. This project is being led by a
collaborative leadership team effort. The
Women Build leadership team, led by 

Joan Harned, continues to grow as more
women get involved. Habitat also brought
in Jere Humphreys and his team to support

the build. The coming together and team
spirit these two have created fosters an

environment of respect, inclusion and 
empowerment. That first morning was

welcoming, high-energy and received
media attention from Channels 3, 5, 10 and
15 locally. Each did live spots from the site.

On Saturday, February 9th, Habitat hosted the first major build day. These 
are volunteer days in which up to 75 volunteers are on site at a time!
Turnout reached around 60 participants and a great time was had by all. 
There were three vendors on site supporting the event, and volunteers 
were so excited and engaged it was hard to turn them away from the job 
at hand. Participants also entered into a raffle and one lucky winner took 
home a seven night stay at a resort in Puerto Rico!

Habitat would like to extend many, many thanks to our Women Build 
Committee members who were vital in helping reach and exceed the
$75,000 goal. “We are thrilled to announce that we exceeded our goal to 
sponsor ¾ of a home our first year!” says Director of Sponsor Relations, 
Micaela Cheatham. A total of 125 fundraisers raised almost $40,000 
towards the sticks and the bricks of the home. This, plus the incredible 
Women Build sponsors who contributed an additional $52,500, combined 
for a total of $92,500 - far exceeding $75,000 goal! Micaela went on to say, 
“We are absolutely thrilled and honored that so many wonderful 
women have jumped on board and are supporting our mission of 
building a better Arizona!”

“We are thrilled to announce that we exceeded our goal!”



Habitat ReStores

In the year since opening the newest location in Tempe, Habitat 
ReStores have led the way in growth by appealing to more 
people. The combined store sales last fiscal year was more than 
three million dollars and with projections to far exceed that this year. 
In Restore’s ten-year history, the last year was far and away the 
highest performing. Several key strategies have contributed to the 
ReStore’s ongoing success:

Location: The newest Habitat Restore at southern and McClintock in 
Tempe, ancorched next to a Sprouts and a Goodwill, boasts 25,000 
square feet of clean, well-lit, climate-controlled space, with plenty of 
parking. There is also a loading dock and enough room to process 
donations. In an attempt to appeal to more people, this location     
has raised the bar for what ReStores can be in the Valley. Habitat is 
continuing its search for optimal retail locations to further expand its 
retail presence and provide a shopper-friendly experience. 

New product vs. donated goods: Now carrying a wider variety 
of new product, the ReStores are able to more consistenly meet 
customers’ expectations while also carrying more large ticket items 
like appliances. Although donations are still key, this wider selection 
appeals to more customers. “Expanding our product offerings 
to include good-quality, new products, such as scratch and dent 
appliances, still under factory warranty, makes sense to shoppers.” 
says Lane Stumme, Habitat’s Director of ReStore Operations. “Two 
years ago, our ReStores were only carrying about 5% new product, 
such as paint and paint accessories. Now, across the board, Habitat 
ReStores are selling about 50% new product which directly 
contributes to higher sales numbers.”  

Advertising and marketing: Getting the word out via social 
media has also proven an effective way to reach more potential 
customers and donors. An increased online presence, plus a weekly 
e-newsletter distributed to more than ten thousand subscribers, 
makes up our online, organic marketing efforts. By partnering with 
a local ad agency to help secure and monitor a Google grant, we’ve 
also better leveraged our online platforms. “Consumer sentiment 
is high,” says Dusty Parsons, Habitat’s Director of Marketing and 
Communications. “The ReStores are boasting 4.5 stars in online 
reviews and should feel really good about that.” 

The seasonality of the Phoenix Metro market will always be a 
challenge, but the vision for the ReStore remains: to be the first stop 
for home improvement enthusiasts. Chief Strategy Officer, Todd 
Rogers stated, “By aiming to be the top Habitat ReStore affiliate 
in the country in sales and proceeds, we can further serve even 
more Arizona families.” 



newest homeowners

Id / Doyo - Phoenix
Southeast Valley Lutheran Coalition

Barraza - Peoria
Episcopal Habitat Coalition 

Built in memory of Julie Lutz and 
Romeo Levesque

Mamo / Nura - Glendale
City of Glendale HOME Investment 
Partnership Program
FriendlyHouse Youth Build
Total Transit

Kabari - Surprise
West Valley Presbyterian Coalition
Realtor.com

Koehler - Tempe
Wells Fargo
Cisco
Mr. Cooper Home Loans
Ditech

Cervantez - Tolleson
American Express

Cox
Home Depot

Aden - Tempe
Bank of America

St. Patrick Catholic Faith Community 
State Farm

Jones - Apache Junction
The Verdes Habitat for Humanity 
Project

Since  
1985:

1134 

Homes 
Built / 
Renovated

 3213

Families 
Served

1107 

Total NR
Projects 

1211

Emergency 
Home Repairs 
(combined)

Ramirez - Glendale
APS
City of Glendale HOME Investment 
Partnership Program 
Total Transit



You may be looking for a way to make a big difference to help further our mission. If you are 70½ or older you may also 
be interested in a way to lower the income and taxes from your IRA withdrawals. An IRA charitable rollover is a way 
you can help continue our work and benefit this year.

Benefits of an IRA charitable rollover

 Avoid taxes on transfers of up to $100,000 from your IRA to our organization
 Satisfy your required minimum distribution (RMD) for the year
 Reduce your taxable income, even if you do not itemize deductions
 Make a gift that is not subject to the deduction limits on charitable gifts
 Help further the work and mission of our organization

built to last legacy society

How an IRA charitable rollover gift works
1. Contact your IRA plan administrator to make a gift from your IRA to Habitat for Humanity Central Arizona.
2. Your IRA funds will be directly transferred to our organization to help continue our important work.
3. Please note that IRA charitable rollover gifts do not qualify for a charitable deduction.
4. Please contact us if you wish for your gift to be used for a specific purpose.

Contact us
If you have any questions about an IRA charitable rollover gift, please contact us. We would be happy to assist you and 
answer any questions you might have. For more information on planned giving contact Liz Pabst-Wanless at 
liz@habitatcaz.org or call 602-232-1072

“I’m 87 years old and I’ve still got it in me to do stuff. I used up
  my bucket list, but Habitat is on my bonus list!” - Paul Rice, Volunteer 

including Habitat in your estate plans 



habitat on the hill 2019

With special guest and speaker
Jerry Colangelo

Friday, March 29, 2019 6pm – 9pm 

at Warehouse215 at Bentley Projects 
215 E Grant St, Phoenix, AZ 85004

reserve your seats today at habitatcaz.org/events

cordially invite you to 

In February, a delegation from Habitat for 
Humanity Central Arizona joined affiliates from 

across the U.S. in Washington D.C. to advocate 
for increased funding of federal programs. This 

in an effort to ensure all Arizonans have a decent 
place to live. 

This team was able to meet with newly elected 
Senator, Kyrsten Sinema and also connected 

with staffers of Senator McSally’s office, as well 
as Schweikert, Lesko, Gallego and Stanton. 

Afterward, Stanton’s office immediately tweeted 
out, “My team was excited to discuss the work 

that Habitat does for our neighborhoods and 
ways we can partner in the future.”



Habitat ReStore in Anthem

42205 N. Vision Way 

Anthem, Arizona 85086

Habitat ReStore in Peoria

9133 NW Grand Ave.

Peoria, Arizona 85345

The Habitat ReStore is your home-improvement thrift store! 

Through the sale of flooring, furniture, appliances and more, 

our four Valley ReStores support Habitat’s mission of building 

affordable housing, revitalizing neighborhoods and improving 

communities.  Shop local.  Save money.  Support Habitat.   

ROC# 251891

Reasonable accommodations 
will be made upon request.

We proudly work with Arizona 
Relay Service (TTD) 711 to provide 
access to the hearing impaired.

9133 NW Grand Avenue 
Suite 1 
Peoria, AZ 85345
602-268-9022

Habitat for Humanity 
Central Arizona 

habitatcaz.org

Did you know you can  
direct your United Way gift  

to Habitat for Humanity  
Central Arizona? 

Our designation code is 0095.

PO Box 369
Peoria, Arizona 85380

Habitat ReStore in Phoenix

115 E. Watkins St. 

Phoenix, Arizona 85004

Habitat ReStore in Tempe

3210 S. McClintock Dr.

Tempe, Arizona 85282

habitatcaz.org/restore


