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Habitat for Humanity
Central Arizona is a
501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization that
advocates for the
elimination of
substandard, poverty
shelter by creating
partnerships to build,
renovate and repair
homes for families
in need of decent,
affordable housing.

We are what we celebrate
Although we anticipated a great response when it
came time to dedicate our 1000th home, we never
could have expected the overwhelming outpouring of
cheers and support from the community. Thank you!
On June 28th of this year, we were privileged
to dedicate our 1000th home with help from a
wonderful family - Juan and Josephina Olaguez.
Staff members, volunteers, partners and donors, as
well as Dan Majerle and the Grand Canyon University
Basketball Team, were on hand to help us celebrate a
memorable morning.
Here’s a look at the numbers since our inception in
1985:
•

New Homes and Renovations = 1017

•

Families Served = 1884

•

Home Repairs = 376

•

Emergency Home Repairs = 521

As we pause, reflect and look past the numbers and
the lumber, we see that lives are being changed and
transformed because of the dedication and donations
of caring people like you. It’s because we don’t want
to race past this milestone without saying thank you,
we think it’s worth mentioning again - we believe it’s
worth celebrating! And of course, looking forward,
we need to keep imagining a world where everyone
has a decent, affordable and safe place to live.
Thanks again and here’s to the future!
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Another Year of Challenges and Change
Following our FY 2014 with another year of similar feats and accomplishments will be
a big challenge for Habitat for Humanity Central Arizona. But I know we are up for the
challenge.
In FY 2014 we built and renovated more homes (60) than we ever have in our 29year history. We completed a 48-unit Johnson Townhome development in Surprise,
constructed an eight unit development in Scottsdale in a two-week blitz build, served
61 families with our home repair business, served 177 families with our emergency
home repair business and introduced our new Reconstruct product with the Chandler
home completion in the Spring. We began to focus on specific neighborhoods where
we will, with key partners, revitalize whole neighborhoods. (Tempe and around the
Grand Canyon University campus along the I17 corridor.) And, finally, we celebrated
a major milestone as we served our 1,000th family by way of our new home
construction and home renovation program.
How do we top that? Well here’s what we have planned for FY 2015:
•

Expand further into Pinal County including the cities of Florence, Coolidge, Casa
Grande and Maricopa.

•

Complete 33 – 40 new home construction and home renovations.

Thomas O. Ansel

•

Serve a minimum of 100 families with our home repair program.

Clint Bluestein

•

Complete a minimum of two Reconstruct projects in Chandler.

•

Expand our Neighborhood Revitalization Initiative in partnership with GCU in the
Canyon Corridor, and partner with the City of Tempe, LISC, and ASU to identify and
revitalize an entire Tempe neighborhood.

•

Begin the land development and infrastructure work on our 18-unit Tempe
development on Don Carlos.

•

Improve our ReStore operations to provide additional resources for the Habitat
mission.
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Please know that your support is greatly appreciated and that none of our work would
be possible if not for you and your dedication to the Habitat mission. We pray for
your continued generosity and friendship as we look forward to the challenges and
opportunities of FY 2015. Thank you!
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New Habitat Homeowners
Armenta — Peoria
City of Peoria CDBG and
Pepsi Co.

Burgess — Mesa
Thrivent Builds
City of Mesa

Castillo — Coolidge
Roger S. Firestone Foundation

Chol — Peoria
APS and
Total Transit
City of Peoria

Cisneros — Peoria
City of Peoria

Delgadillo — Peoria
City of Peoria

Duran — Chandler
City of Chandler
East Valley Christian Coalition
Academy Mortgage

Jean — Peoria
West Valley Presbyterian Coalition
City of Glendale
FHLB

Judge — Peoria
Church of St. Thomas More
City of Peoria

Ruemler — Phoenix
Rio Verde and
Tonto Verde Communities

Soto — Mesa
City of Mesa
Superstition Coalition
East Valley Presbyterian Coalition
and Drivin Communication

Steber — Peoria
Discover
City of Peoria

Saleeban — Mesa
City of Mesa
Episcopal Habitat Coalition

Yousif — Mesa
City of Mesa
C.W. & Modene Neely Charitable
Foundation
Saint Andrew the Apostle Catholic
Faith Community

Family Spotlight
After learning about Habitat’s expansion into Pinal County, Sieanna Castillo
applied for Habitat’s affordable homeownership program in Coolidge,
Arizona. She and her son moved into their renovated home last spring.
Sienna has worked as a secretary for an agriculture equipment company for
the last seven years. As a single mother, she and her son, Abrahm, found
safety living in her aunt and uncle’s home since Abrahm’s birth. She paid
$450 a month to rent the small bedroom she and Abrahm shared.
Although grateful for the many years of support her aunt and uncle gave
her, Sieanna also knew she was ready for more independence and additional
responsibility. She dreamed of home ownership and explored a number
of programs that might help her realize her dream. Sieanna’s first priority
was to provide Abrahm the love, comfort and safety she never had as a child
growing up in a home filled with addiction and abuse. She wanted Abrahm
to live like a normal eight year old boy, playing baseball, taking Karate
lessons and inviting friends for sleepovers. She also knew it was time for
both of them to have some privacy, personal space and perhaps room for a
family pet.
Sieanna is providing Abrahm with the childhood and the home she never had. He lives in a healthy, safe
environment where he can grow and thrive. Sieanna continues to work on her own personal growth, too. She
recently completed her associate’s degree and has plans to continue her education by earning her undergraduate
degree in Public Administration.

Friday, December 5, 2014 8 a.m.
6th Annual Golf Classic

Sponsorship opportunities available.
Contact Karen Cordy at 602-495-2580
karen@habitatcaz.org for additional
information. Click HERE to register!

Orange Tree Golf Club Resort

Volunteer Spotlight
Each one of you knows and is a carrier of Infectitis Habitatis. It’s
one of the main reasons we cherish you so much. However, there’s
a second disease which is prevalent throughout the HFHCAZ
community: paintphobius. It becomes an epidemic towards the end
of a build project, when some of our seasoned vets suddenly take ill.
Researchers have tracked its cause to not only painting, but also to the
cleanup associated with this task. Thankfully, one of our Team Leaders
has devised a great way to combat paintphobius. He is Pete Spehar.
Pete first joined the HFHCAZ family in 2003 after hearing Liddy & Hill
talk about a build project in Mesa on the radio. Pete went out to help
that Saturday, which was ironically a paint day. Of that day, Pete says,
“[I] liked what I saw and asked more about the operation at hand and
asked if I could come
back next week.” Pete
says he’s always been
fond of construction and
doing some trade tasks.
He says Andy Nebgen
was a mentor for him for
about two years before
Pete stepped into a Team Leader role. Pete has volunteered with
Habitat from Peoria to Mesa and recently has worked closely with
Lee Bemis and his team. He says working with Lee “has been a
great experience and there is always something new to learn.”
As for his paintbrush-cleaning marvel, you would notice it if you’ve
ever been with Pete on a painting day. The contraption looks a
little like a droid out of Star Wars, but is actually some five-gallon
buckets put together with piping. When water is fed through a hole
in the top bucket, it comes out through one of two stable pipes,
making it easy to wash brushes and rollers without holding the
hose.
Thank you Pete, for your creation and all your service to Habitat for
Humanity Central Arizona!

Anthem ReStore
42205 N Vision Way
Anthem, AZ 85086
Goodyear ReStore
13735 W Auto Drive
Goodyear, AZ 85338
Mesa ReStore
147 S Dobson Road
Mesa, AZ 85202
Peoria ReStore
9133 NW Grand Avenue
Suite 1
Peoria, AZ 85345
Phoenix ReStore
115 E Watkins Street
Phoenix, AZ 85004

Through the sale of new and gently-used
furniture, home goods and building materials,
our five Valley discount home stores are
supporting the Habitat for Humanity mission
of building, renovating and repairing homes in
Central Arizona for deserving families in need of
decent, affordable housing.

Sponsor Spotlight
By Rev. Richard Maraj - Lead Minister, Unity of Phoenix
I strongly encourage everyone to consider becoming a
sponsor and/or volunteer with Habitat for Humanity; it is an
empowering, inspiring experience for everyone involved,
one that benefits and blesses our community in a wide
variety of ways. We have been so inspired by this amazing
organization, which is truly about people helping people.
Through your involvement, I guarantee that you’ll feel more
connected to the community and incredibly fulfilled by
making our neighborhoods a better place.
This upcoming January, Unity of Phoenix will, for the
second time, donate $85,000 and hundreds of hours of volunteer time to sponsor the build of a Habitat for
Humanity home. We couldn’t be more excited about this upcoming venture, particularly since the last home we
sponsored and dedicated was such a fulfilling experience for everyone involved.
As a tithing ministry, Unity of Phoenix is committed to giving 10 percent of all the money we receive – including
through our fundraising campaign – to other organizations that feed us spiritually. We feel that Habitat for
Humanity is the perfect recipient for our fundraising tithe; the parallel of building another family’s dream while we
build our own is the perfect fit!
Habitat for Humanity’s remarkable team leaders provided guidance and direction to ensure that our efforts met
all building safety standards; our hearts and hands provided all the love and labor necessary to take care of the
rest. And, as always happens when serving others, everyone who worked on the home got far more out of the
experience than they gave. The work was rewarding and fun, and we felt the overwhelming joy and satisfaction of
knowing that we were making a significant difference in the lives of the Trujillo family, who worked alongside us to
build their home. We will have a bond with the Trujillo family for the rest of our lives!
Congregation members participated in the project through donations of their time, talents or money. And the
camaraderie that developed between those who actually worked on the house was incomparable … the experience
built not only a home, but also strong friendships, connections, community and love for one another. And that “feel
good” energy rippled far beyond the building site! As we reported our progress to the congregation each Sunday,
and shared the experience with family and friends, even those who had not actually worked on the building felt the
love and excitement building each week. If an organization is looking to build teamwork and rapport amongst their
staff and associates, I can’t think of a better way to do it.
Carrying all of this positive energy into our next build, we are so much looking forward to our next sponsorship
experience with Habitat for Humanity, as we help build alongside the Rojas family in 2015! As part of our
sponsorship, Unity of Phoenix will also provide ongoing love and prayer support to the family for an abundant
and successful future. We are so impressed by the manner in which the Habitat for Humanity program absolutely
empowers hard-working families who wish to purchase their own homes, but find qualifying for a traditional loan
difficult. I enthusiastically invite you to join us in building community together!
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Did you know you can
direct your United Way gift
to Habitat for Humanity
Central Arizona?
Our designation code is 0095.

Reasonable accommodations
will be made upon request.
We proudly work with Arizona
Relay Service (TTD) 711 to provide
access to the hearing impaired.
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