
Habitat for Humanity Central 
Arizona (HFHCAZ) is 
pleased to announce a special 
partnership with active 
military and veteran families. 
Because of the generosity of an 
anonymous donor, HFHCAZ 
has building opportunities 
for new home and renovation 
projects for military families. 
All families are required to 
meet the Habitat for Humanity 
qualification criteria. This is a great opportunity for home ownership for military families. 
Building opportunities are located throughout the greater Phoenix area.  

The following documentation is needed to apply for this partnership: Social Security Card, 
Driver’s License or State Issued ID, four most recent paystubs, tax returns for the past two 
years, rental history and a DD-214 form. The partnership requirements include 100 to 400 
“sweat equity” hours where partner families work side by side with volunteers to build or 
renovate the home.  

HFHCAZ appreciates the donation of land and the opportunity to work with individuals and 
families who have served our country. HFHCAZ provides a hand up, not a hand out. Active 
duty military personnel and veterans have made a commitment to the safety of our country and 
our generous HFHCAZ donor is partnering with us to provide an opportunity for these families 
in recognition of their service.

Veteran and active duty military families interested in homeownership are encouraged to 
contact the Family Services Department to get more information about this opportunity. 
Habitat’s Family Services Department will work with all potential applicants to determine their 
qualification status and assist with the qualification process. 

Please be sure to share the news about this project with friends, family and co-workers who 
may qualify. Information about the Habitat for Humanity program and qualification criteria 
can be found on the website at www.habitatcaz.org or by calling Luz Aguilar, Family Services 
Department, at 602.262.8669.
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Habitat for Humanity Central Arizona 
builds or renovates simple, decent and 
affordable homes in partnership with 
families in need.

As an independent 501(c)(3) non-
profit affiliate of Habitat for Humanity 
International, we build or renovate 
affordable housing for low-income families 
in need of adequate shelter. We feel that 
optimism, respect, teamwork, customer 
service, appreciation and, of course, 
humor and fun are valuable and necessary 
attributes that guide our actions so that we 
can accomplish our goals.

Habitat for Humanity Central Arizona 
is one of the largest producing urban 
affiliates in the United States. We have 
grown from an organization that struggled 
to fund one house in 1985 to building 750 
homes to date.

There are many ways to join the effort to 
eliminate poverty housing in the Metro 
Phoenix area. Please visit our website, give 
us a call or visit our offices and ReStores. 
We are always available to share the good 
news about Habitat.
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Never got around to that 
tax deductible donation 
in 2009?  Look forward 
to 2010!  

As you plan your spring 
cleaning, remember the 
Habitat for Humanity 

ReStores, where your donations of gently used home furnishing, 
hardware, tools, plumbing and lighting fixtures puts a donation receipt in 
your hands. 

Habitat has three convenient locations in the Valley where you can 
donate your item(s). While you are shopping, don’t forget to check out 
the ReStore inventory – every dollar spent in our stores helps support the 
mission of HFHCAZ.  

We have three convenient locations in the Valley:

Peoria: 
9133 N.W. Grand Ave.  
Peoria, AZ 85345 
Phone: 623.776.2287

Did you know?
• A fan can only cool a person, not a room. Save energy by turning off fans 
   when you leave the room.

• CFL Bulbs last 10 times longer than a regular light bulb.  

• The cost for a lifetime of regular light bulbs is about $1,848. 

• The cost for a lifetime of CFL bulbs is about $66. 

• A refrigerator runs more efficiently when it is full. 

• To keep your home cleaner and healthier, you should take your shoes off 
   before entering.

greeN Facts
Covered in homeowner training  

by Syner-Green, LLC

Habitat for Humanity Central Arizona has many wonderful 
projects planned during the 2010-2011 build season. Our 
plans include building homes in Mesa, Chandler, Surprise, 
Avondale, Phoenix, Glendale and Peoria. Additionally, 
HFHCAZ will have many renovation projects going on 
across the Valley. 

Our success continues because of the strong support and 
dedication of our donors, volunteers and the community 
that embraces our mission of eliminating sub-standard and 
poverty housing in the Phoenix metro area.

We look forward to each new build season which allows 
us to serve the families who are so desperately in need of 
affordable housing.

BuildiNg plaNs For 
2010-2011

wisH list
Since we are a non-profit agency, we are always in need of donations of 
goods to help keep our affiliate running smoothly and efficiently. These 
donations are tax-deductible. Here is a list of our most needed items:
 
• 18 V Dewalt batteries 
• Small Tractor with bucket and gannon 

To make a donation, email us at info@habitatcaz.org or call us at 
602.268.9022
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Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and other vehicles to the Cars for Homes™ program. Your vehicle donation 

will be sold and the funds raised will be donated to your local affiliate to help build simple, decent homes for 

low-income families. Vehicle donations receive an acknowledgement letter for their donation that may be eligible 

for a tax deduction if you itemize. Vehicle, title and contact information is collected, and upon acceptance of the 

vehicle, arrangements are made for the vehicle, keys and title to be picked up. For more information about Habitat 

for Humanity Cars for Homes™, call 1.877.277.HFHI (4344) or visit www.habitat.org/carsforhomes.

Phoenix:  
115 E. Watkins St.  
Phoenix, AZ 85004
Phone: 602.258.4196

Mesa:  
1135 S. Dobson Rd.  
Mesa, AZ 85202
Phone: 480.969.2143



New Habitat homeowners are 
learning that home ownership 
means much more than making 
a mortgage payment. Thanks 
to Habitat’s generous partners, 
Nancy Herrington from Mr. 

Handyman and Stacy Wilde 
and Stephanie Weingold from 
Syner-Green, LLC, homeowners 
are learning how to preserve and 
protect their investment. Both 
companies have developed a 

curriculum for new homeowners 
that includes, money saving 
tips, preventative maintenance 
as well as when it is necessary 
to call in the professionals. Both 
companies are volunteering their 
time and knowledge to help new 
homeowners get off to good start. 
 
Mr. Handyman’s training focuses 
on basic home maintenance skills. 
This training includes hands on 
skill sessions as well as classroom 
participation.  Syner-Green, 
LLC is sharing valuable energy 
saving tips as well as how to 
make informed decisions about 
the many products currently 
available in the marketplace.  
Both companies have volunteered 
many hours preparing curriculum 
and planning classes to support 
Habitat families.

Habitat for Humanity is grateful 
to Mr. Handyman and Syner-
Green, LLC for their dedication 
to the Habitat mission and 
providing the families we serve 
with information and tools needed 
to preserve their homes for many 
years to come.
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Maricela Balli is a single 
mother of three and working 
full time in order to provide 
for her family. She has always 
stressed the importance of a 
good education. Therefore, her 
family members are currently 
enrolled in educational 
programs. She and her family 
live in public housing, and as 
a result, have moved several 
times in order to stay within 
approved housing guidelines.

“I learned about Habitat for 
Humanity from a friend and was 
motivated to apply since I knew 
that if I ever wanted to buy a 
home, this was the way to go. 
Since we are really busy, family 
time is when we sit down to 
have dinner and talk about 
our day. This is my family’s 
favorite time of the day. We 

look forward for more family 
meals together in our Habitat 
kitchen.”

Maricela is thankful to Habitat 
because the program will make 
it possible for her family to have 
a safe, decent and especially 
affordable place to live. “I 
believe that having a stable and 
affordable home for my family 
will change our lives for the 
better,” says Maricela. “Without 
this opportunity my dream 
would not be possible. I am 
grateful for the chance to realize 
my dream of owning a home.”

Paying It Forward
Many of you 
know Jennifer 
Huskisson, who 
began volunteering 
for Habitat just 
four years ago.  
After reading 
an article in the 
South Mountain 
District News 
about volunteer 
opportunities, 

Jennifer attended an orientation and began 
her volunteer experience.  Today, Jennifer’s 
interest and commitment to the Habitat 
mission parallels her volunteer experience.  
Jennifer team leads, serves on the Family 
Selection Committee and has traveled 
internationally to build in Argentina.  Last 
year, Jennifer made a big decision – she 
decided to make a legacy gift and to include 

Habitat for Humanity Central Arizona in her 
estate planning.

As a Farmers Insurance agent, Jennifer enjoys 
meeting and working with people.  “I’ve 
met so many wonderful new friends through 
my volunteer experience,” says Jennifer.  
“With each new Habitat build, I have the 
opportunity to develop a relationship with 
the homeowners.  I have so much respect 
for the families, as they work to earn their 
sweat equity hours and take responsibility 
for building their future.  I also believe in the 
concept of paying it forward – that you get 
what you give in this world.  My commitment 
to Habitat and future home ownership comes 
from my heart.”  

Making a planned gift is a vehicle for paving 
the way to home ownership for future Habitat 
families.  Jennifer decided to make a legacy 

gift – to designate Habitat for Humanity 
Central Arizona as the beneficiary on her life 
insurance policy.   Gift planning can be as 
simple as changing the beneficiary on an IRA 
or life insurance policy or making a simple 
bequest.  Under any scenario, it is wise to 
consult with an attorney or financial advisor.  
It’s also a good idea to let the charity know of 
your intention.

No matter how large or small, legacy gifts 
are meaningful because they provide long-
term support and solutions for the growing 
affordable housing crisis in our community.  
If you have decided to include Habitat for 
Humanity Central Arizona in your estate 
plans or would like more information on how 
you can support a future Habitat homeowner, 
please call Joyce Melter at 602.262.8661 or 
Karen Tremper at 602.495.2580.

To say Brandon Minner is a dedicated Habitat volunteer would be 
an understatement.  Brandon first volunteered with us in 1995 as a 
construction volunteer.  He knew what Habitat was about, but didn’t 
fully realize how impactful it would become to him.  

Brandon has been volunteering “full-time” with us since 2002.  He 
began, like most people, out on the construction site. When his work 
schedule changed and he couldn’t get out on the site, he became an 
Orientation Host.  Brandon is the voice of Habitat to new volunteers 

looking to get started.  This last year Brandon became a member of the newly formed Volunteer 
Support Committee.

When asked what the Habitat experience has done for him, he said, “It’s been life altering.  It 
started out innocently, but it quickly turned into a spiritual transformation.  I saw the definition 
of church on the jobsite -- people there for others through acts of service.”  By volunteering 
Brandon experienced a lifestyle change and said he thrives on  the positive atmosphere each 
week. He loved seeing the impact Habitat has on the families in his own community. It was just 
too much for him to pass up. We are grateful for all Brandon does for Habitat!

Family Story - The Balli 
Family - Building in Glendale

...family time is when we sit 
down to have dinner and talk 

about our day. This is my family’s 
favorite time of the day.

Hurry … time is running out! Are you tired of renting and would you like to own your own 
home with payments as low as $430 a month? 

HFHCAZ is looking for qualified families for its Johnson Townhomes. The 48-Townhome 
subdivision is conveniently located in Surprise and offers beautiful:

        • two story, three bedroom floor plans
        • two full bathrooms
        • spacious living area
        • private courtyard
        • two-car detached garage
        • appliance package 
        • community park

To find out if you qualify, contact Rosie Hernandez at 623.583.2417 or visit our website  
www.habitatcaz.org to apply now.

Brandon Minner

Even though it has only been two and a half years since he first put 
on a tool belt as a Habitat for Humanity volunteer, Stacy Thaxton has 
quickly climbed up the volunteer ladder and is now a House Leader 
for the Palmaire Courts in Glendale.  Stacy has been flexible in helping 
wherever he is needed -- volunteering in Surprise, Peoria, Phoenix, 
Avondale and now in Glendale.  Even when the house he was leading 
was completed, he would volunteer with other projects. Stacy is often 
one of the last volunteers to leave the site, making sure that everything is 
finished.

When asked why he chose to volunteer for Habitat, Stacy said he likes how the organization is 
set up -- that the families aren’t just given a house, they work for it.  He also wanted to learn 
more about home construction.  

Stacy feels that he gains a lot each Saturday out on the construction site. He loves working 
along side the families and seeing their faces on dedication day. Stacy always wanted to give 
back to the community and meet new people. Habitat provides him the opportunity to do both.

Stacy Thaxton

As we move towards the completion of our fiscal year end on June 30th, I am 
excited to update you on the progress we continue to make in providing safe, 
decent, affordable housing to families in need.

We are truly blessed to be able to say that we have completed our first three 
homes in our Avondale development called Hillcrest. The development will 
be home to 37 families when completed. Infrastructure work for Phases 1 and 
2 are now complete with plans to start Phase 3 in the fall of 2010.

Our work in Surprise continues with the construction of 10 more units which 
we will complete by June 30th. That will bring our total number of units 

completed to 25, just over half of the 48 units to be constructed at this development.

In Peoria, our infrastructure work on our Kirby development is complete. We will begin building homes in 
the fall for this project, which will be home to 6 families. 

We have been busy in Glendale, having completed the infrastructure work for Palmaire, our 11 unit 
development, which boasts another new house plan for us. We are beginning vertical construction on the 
first three units in the development. We recently completed yet another infill home a block away from the 
Palmaire development, in the Ocotillo District, where we have built more than 40 infill homes. 

Our Oro Vista development in Phoenix is changing drastically, as we move from a half completed 
development to the completion of 13 more units. With the 15 homes we completed last year, there will 
only be 4 more homes to be built. Those homes are planned for construction starts in the fall of this 
year. Elsewhere in South Phoenix, we partnered with a number of organizations, including the US Green 
Build Council, to build LEED certified homes in conjunction with the US Green Build Council’s annual 
conference held in Phoenix this year.  We also renovated 2 homes in South Phoenix and sold them at no 
profit to Central Arizona Shelter Services so they could better serve military veterans who so desperately 
needed safe, decent, affordable housing.

In Mesa and Chandler, we have been busy buying and developing infill lots so that we can continue our 
build efforts in the East Valley. This year 
HFHCAZ had to meet various grant timelines 
and requirements, which were focused 
primarily in Phoenix, Surprise and Avondale. 
In spite of the challenging economy, we will 
continue to look for opportunities to acquire 
land throughout the Valley, but especially in 
the East Valley to ensure we have an adequate 
supply of buildable lots throughout our 
service area.

The mission of HFHCAZ is always a 
challenge, no matter what the state of the 
economy. But as long as there are families 
in need of safe, decent, affordable homes, 
there will be a need for HFHCAZ. Habitat 
will push forward with God’s help and many 
blessings to work with our community, which 
loves and supports the mission of Habitat and 
the families we serve.

Roger G. Schwierjohn
President/CEO
Habitat for Humanity Central Arizona

Collegiate Challenge

Instead of going to the beaches in Mexico or relaxing on their couches 
during school breaks, more and more students are participating in 
Habitat’s Collegiate Challenge program.  

This year HFHCAZ will host five groups.  In November, Trinity 
Western University (near Vancouver) spent their fall break building 
with us in Surprise.  They hung drywall for three days and enjoyed 
a rim to rim hike of the Grand Canyon before heading back to 
school.  This March and April, groups from Widener University in 
Pennsylvania, Minnesota State University-Moorhead, Stevens Institute 
of Technology in New Jersey and Westside High School in Nebraska 
will be working with us during their spring breaks. 

The students not only help us reach our construction goals, but each 
makes a financial donation as well.  We are blessed that First Baptist 
Church of Avondale provides housing, kitchen and shower facilities 
for the groups.  The groups will be working in Surprise and at Oro 
Vista to help us meet our deadlines.

Johnson Townhomes

habitat 
FamilieS 
After the Move …  
A Little More Help  
from Our Friends
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Handyman and Stacy Wilde 
and Stephanie Weingold from 
Syner-Green, LLC, homeowners 
are learning how to preserve and 
protect their investment. Both 
companies have developed a 

curriculum for new homeowners 
that includes, money saving 
tips, preventative maintenance 
as well as when it is necessary 
to call in the professionals. Both 
companies are volunteering their 
time and knowledge to help new 
homeowners get off to good start. 
 
Mr. Handyman’s training focuses 
on basic home maintenance skills. 
This training includes hands on 
skill sessions as well as classroom 
participation.  Syner-Green, 
LLC is sharing valuable energy 
saving tips as well as how to 
make informed decisions about 
the many products currently 
available in the marketplace.  
Both companies have volunteered 
many hours preparing curriculum 
and planning classes to support 
Habitat families.
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to the Habitat mission and 
providing the families we serve 
with information and tools needed 
to preserve their homes for many 
years to come.
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Maricela Balli is a single 
mother of three and working 
full time in order to provide 
for her family. She has always 
stressed the importance of a 
good education. Therefore, her 
family members are currently 
enrolled in educational 
programs. She and her family 
live in public housing, and as 
a result, have moved several 
times in order to stay within 
approved housing guidelines.

“I learned about Habitat for 
Humanity from a friend and was 
motivated to apply since I knew 
that if I ever wanted to buy a 
home, this was the way to go. 
Since we are really busy, family 
time is when we sit down to 
have dinner and talk about 
our day. This is my family’s 
favorite time of the day. We 

look forward for more family 
meals together in our Habitat 
kitchen.”

Maricela is thankful to Habitat 
because the program will make 
it possible for her family to have 
a safe, decent and especially 
affordable place to live. “I 
believe that having a stable and 
affordable home for my family 
will change our lives for the 
better,” says Maricela. “Without 
this opportunity my dream 
would not be possible. I am 
grateful for the chance to realize 
my dream of owning a home.”

Paying It Forward
Many of you 
know Jennifer 
Huskisson, who 
began volunteering 
for Habitat just 
four years ago.  
After reading 
an article in the 
South Mountain 
District News 
about volunteer 
opportunities, 

Jennifer attended an orientation and began 
her volunteer experience.  Today, Jennifer’s 
interest and commitment to the Habitat 
mission parallels her volunteer experience.  
Jennifer team leads, serves on the Family 
Selection Committee and has traveled 
internationally to build in Argentina.  Last 
year, Jennifer made a big decision – she 
decided to make a legacy gift and to include 

Habitat for Humanity Central Arizona in her 
estate planning.

As a Farmers Insurance agent, Jennifer enjoys 
meeting and working with people.  “I’ve 
met so many wonderful new friends through 
my volunteer experience,” says Jennifer.  
“With each new Habitat build, I have the 
opportunity to develop a relationship with 
the homeowners.  I have so much respect 
for the families, as they work to earn their 
sweat equity hours and take responsibility 
for building their future.  I also believe in the 
concept of paying it forward – that you get 
what you give in this world.  My commitment 
to Habitat and future home ownership comes 
from my heart.”  

Making a planned gift is a vehicle for paving 
the way to home ownership for future Habitat 
families.  Jennifer decided to make a legacy 

gift – to designate Habitat for Humanity 
Central Arizona as the beneficiary on her life 
insurance policy.   Gift planning can be as 
simple as changing the beneficiary on an IRA 
or life insurance policy or making a simple 
bequest.  Under any scenario, it is wise to 
consult with an attorney or financial advisor.  
It’s also a good idea to let the charity know of 
your intention.

No matter how large or small, legacy gifts 
are meaningful because they provide long-
term support and solutions for the growing 
affordable housing crisis in our community.  
If you have decided to include Habitat for 
Humanity Central Arizona in your estate 
plans or would like more information on how 
you can support a future Habitat homeowner, 
please call Joyce Melter at 602.262.8661 or 
Karen Tremper at 602.495.2580.

To say Brandon Minner is a dedicated Habitat volunteer would be 
an understatement.  Brandon first volunteered with us in 1995 as a 
construction volunteer.  He knew what Habitat was about, but didn’t 
fully realize how impactful it would become to him.  

Brandon has been volunteering “full-time” with us since 2002.  He 
began, like most people, out on the construction site. When his work 
schedule changed and he couldn’t get out on the site, he became an 
Orientation Host.  Brandon is the voice of Habitat to new volunteers 

looking to get started.  This last year Brandon became a member of the newly formed Volunteer 
Support Committee.

When asked what the Habitat experience has done for him, he said, “It’s been life altering.  It 
started out innocently, but it quickly turned into a spiritual transformation.  I saw the definition 
of church on the jobsite -- people there for others through acts of service.”  By volunteering 
Brandon experienced a lifestyle change and said he thrives on  the positive atmosphere each 
week. He loved seeing the impact Habitat has on the families in his own community. It was just 
too much for him to pass up. We are grateful for all Brandon does for Habitat!

Family Story - The Balli 
Family - Building in Glendale

...family time is when we sit 
down to have dinner and talk 

about our day. This is my family’s 
favorite time of the day.

Hurry … time is running out! Are you tired of renting and would you like to own your own 
home with payments as low as $430 a month? 

HFHCAZ is looking for qualified families for its Johnson Townhomes. The 48-Townhome 
subdivision is conveniently located in Surprise and offers beautiful:

        • two story, three bedroom floor plans
        • two full bathrooms
        • spacious living area
        • private courtyard
        • two-car detached garage
        • appliance package 
        • community park

To find out if you qualify, contact Rosie Hernandez at 623.583.2417 or visit our website  
www.habitatcaz.org to apply now.
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Even though it has only been two and a half years since he first put 
on a tool belt as a Habitat for Humanity volunteer, Stacy Thaxton has 
quickly climbed up the volunteer ladder and is now a House Leader 
for the Palmaire Courts in Glendale.  Stacy has been flexible in helping 
wherever he is needed -- volunteering in Surprise, Peoria, Phoenix, 
Avondale and now in Glendale.  Even when the house he was leading 
was completed, he would volunteer with other projects. Stacy is often 
one of the last volunteers to leave the site, making sure that everything is 
finished.

When asked why he chose to volunteer for Habitat, Stacy said he likes how the organization is 
set up -- that the families aren’t just given a house, they work for it.  He also wanted to learn 
more about home construction.  

Stacy feels that he gains a lot each Saturday out on the construction site. He loves working 
along side the families and seeing their faces on dedication day. Stacy always wanted to give 
back to the community and meet new people. Habitat provides him the opportunity to do both.

Stacy Thaxton

As we move towards the completion of our fiscal year end on June 30th, I am 
excited to update you on the progress we continue to make in providing safe, 
decent, affordable housing to families in need.

We are truly blessed to be able to say that we have completed our first three 
homes in our Avondale development called Hillcrest. The development will 
be home to 37 families when completed. Infrastructure work for Phases 1 and 
2 are now complete with plans to start Phase 3 in the fall of 2010.

Our work in Surprise continues with the construction of 10 more units which 
we will complete by June 30th. That will bring our total number of units 

completed to 25, just over half of the 48 units to be constructed at this development.

In Peoria, our infrastructure work on our Kirby development is complete. We will begin building homes in 
the fall for this project, which will be home to 6 families. 

We have been busy in Glendale, having completed the infrastructure work for Palmaire, our 11 unit 
development, which boasts another new house plan for us. We are beginning vertical construction on the 
first three units in the development. We recently completed yet another infill home a block away from the 
Palmaire development, in the Ocotillo District, where we have built more than 40 infill homes. 

Our Oro Vista development in Phoenix is changing drastically, as we move from a half completed 
development to the completion of 13 more units. With the 15 homes we completed last year, there will 
only be 4 more homes to be built. Those homes are planned for construction starts in the fall of this 
year. Elsewhere in South Phoenix, we partnered with a number of organizations, including the US Green 
Build Council, to build LEED certified homes in conjunction with the US Green Build Council’s annual 
conference held in Phoenix this year.  We also renovated 2 homes in South Phoenix and sold them at no 
profit to Central Arizona Shelter Services so they could better serve military veterans who so desperately 
needed safe, decent, affordable housing.

In Mesa and Chandler, we have been busy buying and developing infill lots so that we can continue our 
build efforts in the East Valley. This year 
HFHCAZ had to meet various grant timelines 
and requirements, which were focused 
primarily in Phoenix, Surprise and Avondale. 
In spite of the challenging economy, we will 
continue to look for opportunities to acquire 
land throughout the Valley, but especially in 
the East Valley to ensure we have an adequate 
supply of buildable lots throughout our 
service area.

The mission of HFHCAZ is always a 
challenge, no matter what the state of the 
economy. But as long as there are families 
in need of safe, decent, affordable homes, 
there will be a need for HFHCAZ. Habitat 
will push forward with God’s help and many 
blessings to work with our community, which 
loves and supports the mission of Habitat and 
the families we serve.

Roger G. Schwierjohn
President/CEO
Habitat for Humanity Central Arizona

Collegiate Challenge

Instead of going to the beaches in Mexico or relaxing on their couches 
during school breaks, more and more students are participating in 
Habitat’s Collegiate Challenge program.  

This year HFHCAZ will host five groups.  In November, Trinity 
Western University (near Vancouver) spent their fall break building 
with us in Surprise.  They hung drywall for three days and enjoyed 
a rim to rim hike of the Grand Canyon before heading back to 
school.  This March and April, groups from Widener University in 
Pennsylvania, Minnesota State University-Moorhead, Stevens Institute 
of Technology in New Jersey and Westside High School in Nebraska 
will be working with us during their spring breaks. 

The students not only help us reach our construction goals, but each 
makes a financial donation as well.  We are blessed that First Baptist 
Church of Avondale provides housing, kitchen and shower facilities 
for the groups.  The groups will be working in Surprise and at Oro 
Vista to help us meet our deadlines.

Johnson Townhomes
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New Habitat homeowners are 
learning that home ownership 
means much more than making 
a mortgage payment. Thanks 
to Habitat’s generous partners, 
Nancy Herrington from Mr. 

Handyman and Stacy Wilde 
and Stephanie Weingold from 
Syner-Green, LLC, homeowners 
are learning how to preserve and 
protect their investment. Both 
companies have developed a 

curriculum for new homeowners 
that includes, money saving 
tips, preventative maintenance 
as well as when it is necessary 
to call in the professionals. Both 
companies are volunteering their 
time and knowledge to help new 
homeowners get off to good start. 
 
Mr. Handyman’s training focuses 
on basic home maintenance skills. 
This training includes hands on 
skill sessions as well as classroom 
participation.  Syner-Green, 
LLC is sharing valuable energy 
saving tips as well as how to 
make informed decisions about 
the many products currently 
available in the marketplace.  
Both companies have volunteered 
many hours preparing curriculum 
and planning classes to support 
Habitat families.

Habitat for Humanity is grateful 
to Mr. Handyman and Syner-
Green, LLC for their dedication 
to the Habitat mission and 
providing the families we serve 
with information and tools needed 
to preserve their homes for many 
years to come.
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Maricela Balli is a single 
mother of three and working 
full time in order to provide 
for her family. She has always 
stressed the importance of a 
good education. Therefore, her 
family members are currently 
enrolled in educational 
programs. She and her family 
live in public housing, and as 
a result, have moved several 
times in order to stay within 
approved housing guidelines.

“I learned about Habitat for 
Humanity from a friend and was 
motivated to apply since I knew 
that if I ever wanted to buy a 
home, this was the way to go. 
Since we are really busy, family 
time is when we sit down to 
have dinner and talk about 
our day. This is my family’s 
favorite time of the day. We 

look forward for more family 
meals together in our Habitat 
kitchen.”

Maricela is thankful to Habitat 
because the program will make 
it possible for her family to have 
a safe, decent and especially 
affordable place to live. “I 
believe that having a stable and 
affordable home for my family 
will change our lives for the 
better,” says Maricela. “Without 
this opportunity my dream 
would not be possible. I am 
grateful for the chance to realize 
my dream of owning a home.”

Paying It Forward
Many of you 
know Jennifer 
Huskisson, who 
began volunteering 
for Habitat just 
four years ago.  
After reading 
an article in the 
South Mountain 
District News 
about volunteer 
opportunities, 

Jennifer attended an orientation and began 
her volunteer experience.  Today, Jennifer’s 
interest and commitment to the Habitat 
mission parallels her volunteer experience.  
Jennifer team leads, serves on the Family 
Selection Committee and has traveled 
internationally to build in Argentina.  Last 
year, Jennifer made a big decision – she 
decided to make a legacy gift and to include 

Habitat for Humanity Central Arizona in her 
estate planning.

As a Farmers Insurance agent, Jennifer enjoys 
meeting and working with people.  “I’ve 
met so many wonderful new friends through 
my volunteer experience,” says Jennifer.  
“With each new Habitat build, I have the 
opportunity to develop a relationship with 
the homeowners.  I have so much respect 
for the families, as they work to earn their 
sweat equity hours and take responsibility 
for building their future.  I also believe in the 
concept of paying it forward – that you get 
what you give in this world.  My commitment 
to Habitat and future home ownership comes 
from my heart.”  

Making a planned gift is a vehicle for paving 
the way to home ownership for future Habitat 
families.  Jennifer decided to make a legacy 

gift – to designate Habitat for Humanity 
Central Arizona as the beneficiary on her life 
insurance policy.   Gift planning can be as 
simple as changing the beneficiary on an IRA 
or life insurance policy or making a simple 
bequest.  Under any scenario, it is wise to 
consult with an attorney or financial advisor.  
It’s also a good idea to let the charity know of 
your intention.

No matter how large or small, legacy gifts 
are meaningful because they provide long-
term support and solutions for the growing 
affordable housing crisis in our community.  
If you have decided to include Habitat for 
Humanity Central Arizona in your estate 
plans or would like more information on how 
you can support a future Habitat homeowner, 
please call Joyce Melter at 602.262.8661 or 
Karen Tremper at 602.495.2580.

To say Brandon Minner is a dedicated Habitat volunteer would be 
an understatement.  Brandon first volunteered with us in 1995 as a 
construction volunteer.  He knew what Habitat was about, but didn’t 
fully realize how impactful it would become to him.  

Brandon has been volunteering “full-time” with us since 2002.  He 
began, like most people, out on the construction site. When his work 
schedule changed and he couldn’t get out on the site, he became an 
Orientation Host.  Brandon is the voice of Habitat to new volunteers 

looking to get started.  This last year Brandon became a member of the newly formed Volunteer 
Support Committee.

When asked what the Habitat experience has done for him, he said, “It’s been life altering.  It 
started out innocently, but it quickly turned into a spiritual transformation.  I saw the definition 
of church on the jobsite -- people there for others through acts of service.”  By volunteering 
Brandon experienced a lifestyle change and said he thrives on  the positive atmosphere each 
week. He loved seeing the impact Habitat has on the families in his own community. It was just 
too much for him to pass up. We are grateful for all Brandon does for Habitat!

Family Story - The Balli 
Family - Building in Glendale

...family time is when we sit 
down to have dinner and talk 

about our day. This is my family’s 
favorite time of the day.

Hurry … time is running out! Are you tired of renting and would you like to own your own 
home with payments as low as $430 a month? 

HFHCAZ is looking for qualified families for its Johnson Townhomes. The 48-Townhome 
subdivision is conveniently located in Surprise and offers beautiful:

        • two story, three bedroom floor plans
        • two full bathrooms
        • spacious living area
        • private courtyard
        • two-car garage
        • appliance package 
        • community park

To find out if you qualify, contact Rosie Hernandez at 623.583.2417 or visit our website  
www.habitatcaz.org to apply now.

Brandon Minner

Even though it has only been two and a half years since he first put 
on a tool belt as a Habitat for Humanity volunteer, Stacy Thaxton has 
quickly climbed up the volunteer ladder and is now a House Leader for 
Palmaire Court in Glendale.  Stacy has been flexible in helping wherever 
he is needed -- volunteering in Surprise, Peoria, Phoenix, Avondale and 
now in Glendale.  Even when the house he was leading was completed, 
he would volunteer with other projects. Stacy is often one of the last 
volunteers to leave the site, making sure that everything is finished.

When asked why he chose to volunteer for Habitat, Stacy said he likes how the organization is 
set up -- that the families aren’t just given a house, they work for it.  He also wanted to learn 
more about home construction.  

Stacy feels that he gains a lot each Saturday out on the construction site. He loves working 
along side the families and seeing their faces on dedication day. Stacy always wanted to give 
back to the community and meet new people. Habitat provides him the opportunity to do both.

Stacy Thaxton

As we move towards the completion of our fiscal year end on June 30th, I am 
excited to update you on the progress we continue to make in providing safe, 
decent, affordable housing to families in need.

We are truly blessed to be able to say that we have completed our first three 
homes in our Avondale development called Hillcrest. The development will 
be home to 37 families when completed. Infrastructure work for Phases 1 and 
2 are now complete with plans to start Phase 3 in the fall of 2010.

Our work in Surprise continues with the construction of 10 more units which 
we will complete by June 30th. That will bring our total number of units 

completed to 25, just over half of the 48 units to be constructed at this development.

In Peoria, our infrastructure work on our Kirby development is complete. We will begin building homes in 
the fall for this project, which will be home to 6 families. 

We have been busy in Glendale, having completed the infrastructure work for Palmaire, our 11 unit 
development, which boasts another new house plan for us. We are beginning vertical construction on the 
first three units in the development. We recently completed yet another infill home a block away from the 
Palmaire development, in the Ocotillo District, where we have built more than 40 infill homes. 

Our Oro Vista development in Phoenix is changing drastically, as we move from a half completed 
development to the completion of 13 more units. With the 15 homes we completed last year, there will 
only be 4 more homes to be built. Those homes are planned for construction starts in the fall of this 
year. Elsewhere in South Phoenix, we partnered with a number of organizations, including the US Green 
Build Council, to build LEED certified homes in conjunction with the US Green Build Council’s annual 
conference held in Phoenix this year.  We also renovated 2 homes in South Phoenix and sold them at no 
profit to Central Arizona Shelter Services so they could better serve military veterans who so desperately 
needed safe, decent, affordable housing.

In Mesa and Chandler, we have been busy buying and developing infill lots so that we can continue our 
build efforts in the East Valley. This year 
HFHCAZ had to meet various grant timelines 
and requirements, which were focused 
primarily in Phoenix, Surprise and Avondale. 
In spite of the challenging economy, we will 
continue to look for opportunities to acquire 
land throughout the Valley, but especially in 
the East Valley to ensure we have an adequate 
supply of buildable lots throughout our 
service area.

The mission of HFHCAZ is always a 
challenge, no matter what the state of the 
economy. But as long as there are families 
in need of safe, decent, affordable homes, 
there will be a need for HFHCAZ. Habitat 
will push forward with God’s help and many 
blessings to work with our community, which 
loves and supports the mission of Habitat and 
the families we serve.

Roger G. Schwierjohn
President/CEO
Habitat for Humanity Central Arizona

Collegiate Challenge

Instead of going to the beaches in Mexico or relaxing on their couches 
during school breaks, more and more students are participating in 
Habitat’s Collegiate Challenge program.  

This year HFHCAZ will host five groups.  In November, Trinity 
Western University (near Vancouver) spent their fall break building 
with us in Surprise.  They hung drywall for three days and enjoyed 
a rim to rim hike of the Grand Canyon before heading back to 
school.  This March and April, groups from Widener University in 
Pennsylvania, Minnesota State University-Moorhead, Stevens Institute 
of Technology in New Jersey and Westside High School in Nebraska 
will be working with us during their spring breaks. 

The students not only help us reach our construction goals, but each 
makes a financial donation as well.  We are blessed that First Baptist 
Church of Avondale provides housing, kitchen and shower facilities 
for the groups.  The groups will be working in Surprise and at Oro 
Vista to help us meet our deadlines.
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Habitat for Humanity Central 
Arizona (HFHCAZ) is 
pleased to announce a special 
partnership with active 
military and veteran families. 
Because of the generosity of an 
anonymous donor, HFHCAZ 
has building opportunities 
for new home and renovation 
projects for military families. 
All families are required to 
meet the Habitat for Humanity 
qualification criteria. This is a great opportunity for home ownership for military families. 
Building opportunities are located throughout the greater Phoenix area.  

The following documentation is needed to apply for this partnership: Social Security Card, 
Driver’s License or State Issued ID, four most recent paystubs, tax returns for the past two 
years, rental history and a DD-214 form. The partnership requirements include 100 to 400 
“sweat equity” hours where partner families work side by side with volunteers to build or 
renovate the home.  

HFHCAZ appreciates the donation of land and the opportunity to work with individuals and 
families who have served our country. HFHCAZ provides a hand up, not a hand out. Active 
duty military personnel and veterans have made a commitment to the safety of our country and 
our generous HFHCAZ donor is partnering with us to provide an opportunity for these families 
in recognition of their service.

Veteran and active duty military families interested in homeownership are encouraged to 
contact the Family Services Department to get more information about this opportunity. 
Habitat’s Family Services Department will work with all potential applicants to determine their 
qualification status and assist with the qualification process. 

Please be sure to share the news about this project with friends, family and co-workers who 
may qualify. Information about the Habitat for Humanity program and qualification criteria 
can be found on the website at www.habitatcaz.org or by calling Luz Aguilar, Family Services 
Department, at 602.262.8669.
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Spread the News
Home Ownership Opportunity for 
Veteran and Military Families

spriNg 2010

Habitat for Humanity Central Arizona 
builds or renovates simple, decent and 
affordable homes in partnership with 
families in need.

As an independent 501(c)(3) non-
profit affiliate of Habitat for Humanity 
International, we build or renovate 
affordable housing for low-income families 
in need of adequate shelter. We feel that 
optimism, respect, teamwork, customer 
service, appreciation and, of course, 
humor and fun are valuable and necessary 
attributes that guide our actions so that we 
can accomplish our goals.

Habitat for Humanity Central Arizona 
is one of the largest producing urban 
affiliates in the United States. We have 
grown from an organization that struggled 
to fund one house in 1985 to building 750 
homes to date.

There are many ways to join the effort to 
eliminate poverty housing in the Metro 
Phoenix area. Please visit our website, give 
us a call or visit our offices and ReStores. 
We are always available to share the good 
news about Habitat.
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Never got around to that 
tax deductible donation 
in 2009?  Look forward 
to 2010!  

As you plan your spring 
cleaning, remember the 
Habitat for Humanity 

ReStores, where your donations of gently used home furnishing, 
hardware, tools, plumbing and lighting fixtures puts a donation receipt in 
your hands. 

Habitat has three convenient locations in the Valley where you can 
donate your item(s). While you are shopping, don’t forget to check out 
the ReStore inventory – every dollar spent in our stores helps support the 
mission of HFHCAZ.  

We have three convenient locations in the Valley:

Peoria: 
9133 N.W. Grand Ave.  
Peoria, AZ 85345 
Phone: 623.776.2287

Did you know?
• A fan can only cool a person, not a room. Save energy by turning off fans 
   when you leave the room.

• CFL Bulbs last 10 times longer than a regular light bulb.  

• The cost for a lifetime of regular light bulbs is about $1,848. 

• The cost for a lifetime of CFL bulbs is about $66. 

• A refrigerator runs more efficiently when it is full. 

• To keep your home cleaner and healthier, you should take your shoes off 
   before entering.

greeN Facts
Covered in homeowner training  

by Syner-Green, LLC

Habitat for Humanity Central Arizona has many wonderful 
projects planned during the 2010-2011 build season. Our 
plans include building homes in Mesa, Chandler, Surprise, 
Avondale, Phoenix, Glendale and Peoria. Additionally, 
HFHCAZ will have many renovation projects going on 
across the Valley. 

Our success continues because of the strong support and 
dedication of our donors, volunteers and the community 
that embraces our mission of eliminating sub-standard and 
poverty housing in the Phoenix metro area.

We look forward to each new build season which allows 
us to serve the families who are so desperately in need of 
affordable housing.

BuildiNg plaNs For 
2010-2011

wisH list
Since we are a non-profit agency, we are always in need of donations of 
goods to help keep our affiliate running smoothly and efficiently. These 
donations are tax-deductible. Here is a list of our most needed items:
 
• 18 V Dewalt batteries 
• Small Tractor with bucket and gannon 

To make a donation, email us at info@habitatcaz.org or call us at 
602.268.9022

What’s Inside Spring 2010
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Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and other vehicles to the Cars for Homes™ program. Your vehicle donation 

will be sold and the funds raised will be donated to your local affiliate to help build simple, decent homes for 

low-income families. Vehicle donations receive an acknowledgement letter for their donation that may be eligible 

for a tax deduction if you itemize. Vehicle, title and contact information is collected, and upon acceptance of the 

vehicle, arrangements are made for the vehicle, keys and title to be picked up. For more information about Habitat 

for Humanity Cars for Homes™, call 1.877.277.HFHI (4344) or visit www.habitat.org/carsforhomes.

Phoenix:  
115 E. Watkins St.  
Phoenix, AZ 85004
Phone: 602.258.4196

Mesa:  
1135 S. Dobson Rd.  
Mesa, AZ 85202
Phone: 480.969.2143



Habitat for Humanity Central 
Arizona (HFHCAZ) is 
pleased to announce a special 
partnership with active 
military and veteran families. 
Because of the generosity of an 
anonymous donor, HFHCAZ 
has building opportunities 
for new home and renovation 
projects for military families. 
All families are required to 
meet the Habitat for Humanity 
qualification criteria. This is a great opportunity for home ownership for military families. 
Building opportunities are located throughout the greater Phoenix area.  

The following documentation is needed to apply for this partnership: Social Security Card, 
Driver’s License or State Issued ID, four most recent paystubs, tax returns for the past two 
years, rental history and a DD-214 form. The partnership requirements include 100 to 400 
“sweat equity” hours where partner families work side by side with volunteers to build or 
renovate the home.  

HFHCAZ appreciates the donation of land and the opportunity to work with individuals and 
families who have served our country. HFHCAZ provides a hand up, not a hand out. Active 
duty military personnel and veterans have made a commitment to the safety of our country and 
our generous HFHCAZ donor is partnering with us to provide an opportunity for these families 
in recognition of their service.

Veteran and active duty military families interested in homeownership are encouraged to 
contact the Family Services Department to get more information about this opportunity. 
Habitat’s Family Services Department will work with all potential applicants to determine their 
qualification status and assist with the qualification process. 

Please be sure to share the news about this project with friends, family and co-workers who 
may qualify. Information about the Habitat for Humanity program and qualification criteria 
can be found on the website at www.habitatcaz.org or by calling Luz Aguilar, Family Services 
Department, at 602.262.8669.
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Habitat for Humanity Central Arizona 
builds or renovates simple, decent and 
affordable homes in partnership with 
families in need.

As an independent 501(c)(3) non-
profit affiliate of Habitat for Humanity 
International, we build or renovate 
affordable housing for low-income families 
in need of adequate shelter. We feel that 
optimism, respect, teamwork, customer 
service, appreciation and, of course, 
humor and fun are valuable and necessary 
attributes that guide our actions so that we 
can accomplish our goals.

Habitat for Humanity Central Arizona 
is one of the largest producing urban 
affiliates in the United States. We have 
grown from an organization that struggled 
to fund one house in 1985 to building 750 
homes to date.

There are many ways to join the effort to 
eliminate poverty housing in the Metro 
Phoenix area. Please visit our website, give 
us a call or visit our offices and ReStores. 
We are always available to share the good 
news about Habitat.
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Never got around to that 
tax deductible donation 
in 2009?  Look forward 
to 2010!  

As you plan your spring 
cleaning, remember the 
Habitat for Humanity 

ReStores, where your donations of gently used home furnishing, 
hardware, tools, plumbing and lighting fixtures puts a donation receipt in 
your hands. 

Habitat has three convenient locations in the Valley where you can 
donate your item(s). While you are shopping, don’t forget to check out 
the ReStore inventory – every dollar spent in our stores helps support the 
mission of HFHCAZ.  

We have three convenient locations in the Valley:

Peoria: 
9133 N.W. Grand Ave.  
Peoria, AZ 85345 
Phone: 623.776.2287

Did you know?
• A fan can only cool a person, not a room. Save energy by turning off fans 
   when you leave the room.

• CFL Bulbs last 10 times longer than a regular light bulb.  

• The cost for a lifetime of regular light bulbs is about $1,848. 

• The cost for a lifetime of CFL bulbs is about $66. 

• A refrigerator runs more efficiently when it is full. 

• To keep your home cleaner and healthier, you should take your shoes off 
   before entering.
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Habitat for Humanity Central Arizona has many wonderful 
projects planned during the 2010-2011 build season. Our 
plans include building homes in Mesa, Chandler, Surprise, 
Avondale, Phoenix, Glendale and Peoria. Additionally, 
HFHCAZ will have many renovation projects going on 
across the Valley. 

Our success continues because of the strong support and 
dedication of our donors, volunteers and the community 
that embraces our mission of eliminating sub-standard and 
poverty housing in the Phoenix metro area.

We look forward to each new build season which allows 
us to serve the families who are so desperately in need of 
affordable housing.
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goods to help keep our affiliate running smoothly and efficiently. These 
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