
Volunteer Spotlight
During the last build year, Habitat for Humanity Central 
Arizona rallied behind a family theme. It’s a perfect 
message for our organization which rings strong 
throughout our mission. From the families we serve 
to being a family unto ourselves, this core thought is 
important for Habitat all around the world. We here at 
Habitat are fortunate to have a number of family units 
which volunteer with us on a regular basis. Wayne 
Needham, his son, Steven, and wife, Pat, fit into this 
category quite well.

Wayne and Steven are co-House Leaders while Pat 
volunteers occasionally. Wayne has been volunteering 
since 1998, when Father David Pettengill came to his church 
saying a number of churches wanted to build a house 
with Habitat. This was the start of the Episcopal Habitat 
Coalition’s involvement with Habitat, a solid relationship 
which still thrives. While Wayne still volunteers with the 
Episcopal Habitat Coalition, he lends his talents wherever 
they are needed, working with all groups.

At first, Wayne only volunteered three or four times a year and turned down an offer to become a Team Leader. 
However, in 2004, Jere Humphreys (who also is a co-House Leader with his son David) convinced Wayne to start 
coming out regularly. His decision to work with Habitat was further bolstered by Habitat’s ability to recognize 
families in need, a skill he felt other not-for-profits lacked. Steven has been a staple on his father’s site for a 
number of years as a Team Leader and also has put in time in the ReStores. He earned his House Leader shirt two 
years ago as father and son tag-teamed two houses on a cul-de-sac in Apache Junction.

Recently, Wayne’s craftsmanship has been noted at Habitat for his creation of a simple, yet ingenious tool. Wayne 
created a bracket to slip under the bottom plate of an exterior wall to hold OSB in proper place for nailing. The 
tool slips into the crease between wood and concrete perfectly and offers better precision than placing nails at 
the bottom of plates.

Wayne’s name may be familiar to people in the Habitat family also through the Episcopal Habitat Coalition’s 
efforts in other countries. Each year, Wayne recruits people for the Coalition’s Global Village trips to other 
countries. Last year, the team went to Romania, not too far from the Ukraine border. He’s also been on Global 
Village trips to Central and South America about 10 times. It’s a good bet you’ll be receiving news of Wayne’s and 
the Coalition’s next Global Village trip in the very near future.

ROC# 251891

Reasonable accommodations 
will be made upon request.

We proudly work with Arizona 
Relay Service (TTD) 711 to provide 
access to the hearing impaired.

Builder’s 
Bulletin
Spring 2014

Habitat for Humanity 
Central Arizona is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit 

organization that 
advocates for the 

elimination of 
substandard, poverty 

shelter by creating 
partnerships to build, 

renovate and repair 
homes for families 
in need of decent, 

affordable housing.

Reaching a Major Milestone: 
Our 1000th Habitat Home
In the mid-1980s, the Phoenix area was quite a 
different place. There were only two major freeways 
in town, Interstates 10 and 17. We only had one 
professional sports team to call our own, the Suns, 
who played at the Madhouse on McDowell. We had 
birthday parties at Farrell’s and did our shopping at 
Gemco. This was also the time in which we at Habitat 
started our mission to address the issue of poverty 
housing here in Central Arizona.

It all began with one house which was built in El 
Mirage for the Nolasco family during the autumn 
of 1987. A group of 20 volunteers were able to come 
together on that first day of building and create the 
beginnings of a tradition of community involvement 
and engagement. It is from these humble roots that 
we have grown: becoming the first Habitat affiliate to 
create a complete subdivision community of homes 
in the United States, becoming the first Habitat to 
build a LEED Platinum-Certified house, expanding our 
scope to give a new life to old homes and provide 
emergency home repairs, creating 1000 homes for 
families in need of decent, affordable housing. 

And as we take this moment to look back and reflect 
upon the great journey and wonderful people that 
have taken us to this joyful occasion, we also are 
looking forward to a time in which our organization 
is no longer needed: a time in which every family 
has a decent, affordable home to call their own.
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Sponsor Spotlight
For more than 24 years, APS has partnered with Habitat for Humanity to 
build simple, decent and energy efficient homes for families in need of 
affordable housing. In February, APS volunteers began their latest home 
build, partnering with Total Transit, the City of Peoria and the Chol family, 
the home’s future owner. APS is funding half of the construction cost and 
company employees, retirees, family and friends will gather on eight 
Saturdays to donate time, skills and valuable volunteer labor.

APS has a passion for community service and, over the past 24 years, 
has provided to Habitat financial support of nearly $225,000 and in-kind 
donations of CFL bulbs and shade trees.

More than 275 APS volunteers spent over 2,000 hours working alongside 
two homeowners in Glendale to build their homes in the past two years 
alone. The volunteer hours provided an additional $36,000 of value to the 
partnership. In addition to volunteers on the construction sites, APS also 
has representation on the Habitat Board of Directors.

APS demonstrates its corporate citizenship every day in our community. APS doesn’t simply support our 
community, it connects with it, making it their mission to understand the needs, issues and challenges facing 
Arizonans. Because of support from companies like APS, Habitat is able to continue the important work of 
building and renovating simple, decent and affordable homes in partnership with hard-working, low-income 
families in need.

From the Heart: Remembering Dr. Paul A. Wolf
Dr. Paul Wolf and his wife Mary enjoyed an active and full life raising eight children – four daughters and four 
sons. After a prestigious 25-year career as a biochemist, Paul retired from the private sector. In 1981, following 
the unexpected death of his beloved wife, Paul moved to Sun City, Arizona where he supported a number of 
organizations, including First United Methodist Church. 

It was Paul’s big heart and deep faith that led him to Habitat for Humanity. His big heart, concern about others 
and leadership skills distinguished him as a volunteer. These same characteristics elevated him to the position 
of interim president for the newly-formed Habitat affiliate. After more than two decades of faithful service to the 
affiliate, Paul’s health began to decline and he was no longer able to actively volunteer. 

Paul’s wonderful family honored President/CEO Roger Schwierjohn and Habitat for Humanity by inviting Roger to 
attend Paul’s 100th birthday celebration held in 2012 at the Sun Valley Lodge in Sun City. “He was such a special 
person. Although he could no longer actively volunteer, his love for the Habitat mission and commitment to his 
faith never waned,” said Schwierjohn. “Paul had completed his estate planning and included a generous bequest 
to Habitat for Humanity. He passed away later that year and at his request we’ve funded two new builds in 
Glendale’s Palmaire Court in partnership with the Mighty United Methodist Coalition.”

Hector Nolasco also speaks with fondness when he remembers Paul and the amazing group of United Methodist 
Church volunteers. Hector and his wife, Reyna, were the first recipients of a home built by Habitat in the Phoenix 
area. “Our Habitat journey began more than 25 years ago when we moved with our five daughters from a one 
bedroom apartment into our El Mirage Habitat home. It is Paul Wolf I remember most. Through Habitat, he 
provided us with an opportunity to change the course of our lives and we will be forever grateful. Today our 
mortgage is paid in full and all five daughters have successful careers in healthcare or education. Dr. Wolf taught 
us to dream big and set high expectations.” 

We will always remember Paul’s big heart and his gift of friendship. His generous legacy gift is a true testimony of 
his belief in the mission because it will pave the way to home ownership for two more deserving Habitat families.
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A Special Year of More Growth,  
More Change and Feeling Grand
Habitat for Humanity Central Arizona is at it again. In an effort to remain 
relevant and with a goal of making an even-bigger impact, this fiscal 
year, 2014, we are working on our first Reconstruct project in Chandler, 
renovating a home in our newly-expanded service area of Pinal County 
(Coolidge), have completed construction of an eight-unit blitz build in 
South Scottsdale and have already surpassed our goal of completing over 
45 Home Repair projects throughout our service area in Maricopa County.

We are doing all of this while continuing to serve families in our traditional 
new home construction and home renovation efforts and serving the City of 
Glendale and the City of Chandler as the contractor for providing qualifying 
families in those cities with emergency home repairs. We are excited about 
the opportunities in which we are exploring that will allow us to focus on 
specific neighborhoods where we will collaborate with key partners to 
revitalize whole neighborhoods. But I will tell you more about that in later 
newsletters as we begin those efforts.

We are indeed proud that we will serve over 300 families again this year. 
But this year is a special year for us at Habitat. During this fiscal year 
which is ending June 30, we will serve the 1000th family by way of our 
new home construction and home renovation products. We hope you will 
join us as we celebrate that special event. We will be sharing information 
soon on the specific home, family and celebration of that special, historic 
moment for us. 

Thank you for your support. None of this would be possible without your 
financial support, volunteer support and dedication to the mission of 
Habitat for Humanity.

New Habitat Homeowners Family Spotlight
My name is Isabel Duran and I moved into my home in Chandler in 1972. I 
raised six children and grandchildren in the home. But over the years, the 
home started to fall apart. Since my home did not have a foundation or 
insulation, the weather changes would leave me feeling like I was living 
outdoors. There were days in the summer when the swamp cooler was 
useless and the temperature was cooler outside. My health and peace of 
mind began to deteriorate along with the house. 

I heard that there might be programs to help fix old homes so my daughter 
took me to the City of Chandler Housing Office. They told me they had a 
program with Habitat for Humanity that could help. From the beginning, 
I felt everyone at Habitat and the city was supportive of my dream. The 
newly-renovated house is beautiful and has far-exceeded my expectations. 
I have met the most wonderful, caring and giving people throughout this 
process. The City of Chandler, Habitat, the sponsors and the hard-working 
volunteers restored my faith in the kindness of the human spirit. I, my 
children and grandchildren feel grateful and proud to have been a part of 
this project. I can start this new chapter in my life with hope and strength I 
never had before.
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Volunteer Spotlight
During the last build year, Habitat for Humanity Central 
Arizona rallied behind a family theme. It’s a perfect 
message for our organization which rings strong 
throughout our mission. From the families we serve 
to being a family unto ourselves, this core thought is 
important for Habitat all around the world. We here at 
Habitat are fortunate to have a number of family units 
which volunteer with us on a regular basis. Wayne 
Needham, his son, Steven, and wife, Pat, fit into this 
category quite well.

Wayne and Steven are co-House Leaders while Pat 
volunteers occasionally. Wayne has been volunteering 
since 1998, when Father David Pettengill came to his church 
saying a number of churches wanted to build a house 
with Habitat. This was the start of the Episcopal Habitat 
Coalition’s involvement with Habitat, a solid relationship 
which still thrives. While Wayne still volunteers with the 
Episcopal Habitat Coalition, he lends his talents wherever 
they are needed, working with all groups.

At first, Wayne only volunteered three or four times a year and turned down an offer to become a Team Leader. 
However, in 2004, Jere Humphreys (who also is a co-House Leader with his son David) convinced Wayne to start 
coming out regularly. His decision to work with Habitat was further bolstered by Habitat’s ability to recognize 
families in need, a skill he felt other not-for-profits lacked. Steven has been a staple on his father’s site for a 
number of years as a Team Leader and also has put in time in the ReStores. He earned his House Leader shirt two 
years ago as father and son tag-teamed two houses on a cul-de-sac in Apache Junction.

Recently, Wayne’s craftsmanship has been noted at Habitat for his creation of a simple, yet ingenious tool. Wayne 
created a bracket to slip under the bottom plate of an exterior wall to hold OSB in proper place for nailing. The 
tool slips into the crease between wood and concrete perfectly and offers better precision than placing nails at 
the bottom of plates.

Wayne’s name may be familiar to people in the Habitat family also through the Episcopal Habitat Coalition’s 
efforts in other countries. Each year, Wayne recruits people for the Coalition’s Global Village trips to other 
countries. Last year, the team went to Romania, not too far from the Ukraine border. He’s also been on Global 
Village trips to Central and South America about 10 times. It’s a good bet you’ll be receiving news of Wayne’s and 
the Coalition’s next Global Village trip in the very near future.
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Sponsor Spotlight
For more than 24 years, APS has partnered with Habitat for Humanity to 
build simple, decent and energy efficient homes for families in need of 
affordable housing. In February, APS volunteers began their latest home 
build, partnering with Total Transit, the City of Peoria and the Chol family, 
the home’s future owner. APS is funding half of the construction cost and 
company employees, retirees, family and friends will gather on eight 
Saturdays to donate time, skills and valuable volunteer labor.

APS has a passion for community service and, over the past 24 years, 
has provided to Habitat financial support of nearly $225,000 and in-kind 
donations of CFL bulbs and shade trees.

More than 275 APS volunteers spent over 2,000 hours working alongside 
two homeowners in Glendale to build their homes in the past two years 
alone. The volunteer hours provided an additional $36,000 of value to the 
partnership. In addition to volunteers on the construction sites, APS also 
has representation on the Habitat Board of Directors.

APS demonstrates its corporate citizenship every day in our community. APS doesn’t simply support our 
community, it connects with it, making it their mission to understand the needs, issues and challenges facing 
Arizonans. Because of support from companies like APS, Habitat is able to continue the important work of 
building and renovating simple, decent and affordable homes in partnership with hard-working, low-income 
families in need.

From the Heart: Remembering Dr. Paul A. Wolf
Dr. Paul Wolf and his wife Mary enjoyed an active and full life raising eight children – four daughters and four 
sons. After a prestigious 25-year career as a biochemist, Paul retired from the private sector. In 1981, following 
the unexpected death of his beloved wife, Paul moved to Sun City, Arizona where he supported a number of 
organizations, including First United Methodist Church. 

It was Paul’s big heart and deep faith that led him to Habitat for Humanity. His big heart, concern about others 
and leadership skills distinguished him as a volunteer. These same characteristics elevated him to the position 
of interim president for the newly-formed Habitat affiliate. After more than two decades of faithful service to the 
affiliate, Paul’s health began to decline and he was no longer able to actively volunteer. 

Paul’s wonderful family honored President/CEO Roger Schwierjohn and Habitat for Humanity by inviting Roger to 
attend Paul’s 100th birthday celebration held in 2012 at the Sun Valley Lodge in Sun City. “He was such a special 
person. Although he could no longer actively volunteer, his love for the Habitat mission and commitment to his 
faith never waned,” said Schwierjohn. “Paul had completed his estate planning and included a generous bequest 
to Habitat for Humanity. He passed away later that year and at his request we’ve funded two new builds in 
Glendale’s Palmaire Court in partnership with the Mighty United Methodist Coalition.”

Hector Nolasco also speaks with fondness when he remembers Paul and the amazing group of United Methodist 
Church volunteers. Hector and his wife, Reyna, were the first recipients of a home built by Habitat in the Phoenix 
area. “Our Habitat journey began more than 25 years ago when we moved with our five daughters from a one 
bedroom apartment into our El Mirage Habitat home. It is Paul Wolf I remember most. Through Habitat, he 
provided us with an opportunity to change the course of our lives and we will be forever grateful. Today our 
mortgage is paid in full and all five daughters have successful careers in healthcare or education. Dr. Wolf taught 
us to dream big and set high expectations.” 

We will always remember Paul’s big heart and his gift of friendship. His generous legacy gift is a true testimony of 
his belief in the mission because it will pave the way to home ownership for two more deserving Habitat families.
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Through the sale of new and gently-used 
furniture, home goods and building materials, 
our five Valley discount home stores are 
supporting the Habitat for Humanity mission 
of building, renovating and repairing homes in 
Central Arizona for deserving families in need of 
decent, affordable housing.



Volunteer Spotlight
During the last build year, Habitat for Humanity Central 
Arizona rallied behind a family theme. It’s a perfect 
message for our organization which rings strong 
throughout our mission. From the families we serve 
to being a family unto ourselves, this core thought is 
important for Habitat all around the world. We here at 
Habitat are fortunate to have a number of family units 
which volunteer with us on a regular basis. Wayne 
Needham, his son, Steven, and wife, Pat, fit into this 
category quite well.

Wayne and Steven are co-House Leaders while Pat 
volunteers occasionally. Wayne has been volunteering 
since 1998, when Father David Pettengill came to his church 
saying a number of churches wanted to build a house 
with Habitat. This was the start of the Episcopal Habitat 
Coalition’s involvement with Habitat, a solid relationship 
which still thrives. While Wayne still volunteers with the 
Episcopal Habitat Coalition, he lends his talents wherever 
they are needed, working with all groups.

At first, Wayne only volunteered three or four times a year and turned down an offer to become a Team Leader. 
However, in 2004, Jere Humphreys (who also is a co-House Leader with his son David) convinced Wayne to start 
coming out regularly. His decision to work with Habitat was further bolstered by Habitat’s ability to recognize 
families in need, a skill he felt other not-for-profits lacked. Steven has been a staple on his father’s site for a 
number of years as a Team Leader and also has put in time in the ReStores. He earned his House Leader shirt two 
years ago as father and son tag-teamed two houses on a cul-de-sac in Apache Junction.

Recently, Wayne’s craftsmanship has been noted at Habitat for his creation of a simple, yet ingenious tool. Wayne 
created a bracket to slip under the bottom plate of an exterior wall to hold OSB in proper place for nailing. The 
tool slips into the crease between wood and concrete perfectly and offers better precision than placing nails at 
the bottom of plates.

Wayne’s name may be familiar to people in the Habitat family also through the Episcopal Habitat Coalition’s 
efforts in other countries. Each year, Wayne recruits people for the Coalition’s Global Village trips to other 
countries. Last year, the team went to Romania, not too far from the Ukraine border. He’s also been on Global 
Village trips to Central and South America about 10 times. It’s a good bet you’ll be receiving news of Wayne’s and 
the Coalition’s next Global Village trip in the very near future.
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Reaching a Major Milestone: 
Our 1000th Habitat Home
In the mid-1980s, the Phoenix area was quite a 
different place. There were only two major freeways 
in town, Interstates 10 and 17. We only had one 
professional sports team to call our own, the Suns, 
who played at the Madhouse on McDowell. We had 
birthday parties at Farrell’s and did our shopping at 
Gemco. This was also the time in which we at Habitat 
started our mission to address the issue of poverty 
housing here in Central Arizona.

It all began with one house which was built in El 
Mirage for the Nolasco family during the autumn 
of 1987. A group of 20 volunteers were able to come 
together on that first day of building and create the 
beginnings of a tradition of community involvement 
and engagement. It is from these humble roots that 
we have grown: becoming the first Habitat affiliate to 
create a complete subdivision community of homes 
in the United States, becoming the first Habitat to 
build a LEED Platinum-Certified house, expanding our 
scope to give a new life to old homes and provide 
emergency home repairs, creating 1000 homes for 
families in need of decent, affordable housing. 

And as we take this moment to look back and reflect 
upon the great journey and wonderful people that 
have taken us to this joyful occasion, we also are 
looking forward to a time in which our organization 
is no longer needed: a time in which every family 
has a decent, affordable home to call their own.
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For more than 24 years, APS has partnered with Habitat for Humanity to 
build simple, decent and energy efficient homes for families in need of 
affordable housing. In February, APS volunteers began their latest home 
build, partnering with Total Transit, the City of Peoria and the Chol family, 
the home’s future owner. APS is funding half of the construction cost and 
company employees, retirees, family and friends will gather on eight 
Saturdays to donate time, skills and valuable volunteer labor.

APS has a passion for community service and, over the past 24 years, 
has provided to Habitat financial support of nearly $225,000 and in-kind 
donations of CFL bulbs and shade trees.

More than 275 APS volunteers spent over 2,000 hours working alongside 
two homeowners in Glendale to build their homes in the past two years 
alone. The volunteer hours provided an additional $36,000 of value to the 
partnership. In addition to volunteers on the construction sites, APS also 
has representation on the Habitat Board of Directors.

APS demonstrates its corporate citizenship every day in our community. APS doesn’t simply support our 
community, it connects with it, making it their mission to understand the needs, issues and challenges facing 
Arizonans. Because of support from companies like APS, Habitat is able to continue the important work of 
building and renovating simple, decent and affordable homes in partnership with hard-working, low-income 
families in need.

From the Heart: Remembering Dr. Paul A. Wolf
Dr. Paul Wolf and his wife Mary enjoyed an active and full life raising eight children – four daughters and four 
sons. After a prestigious 25-year career as a biochemist, Paul retired from the private sector. In 1981, following 
the unexpected death of his beloved wife, Paul moved to Sun City, Arizona where he supported a number of 
organizations, including First United Methodist Church. 

It was Paul’s big heart and deep faith that led him to Habitat for Humanity. His big heart, concern about others 
and leadership skills distinguished him as a volunteer. These same characteristics elevated him to the position 
of interim president for the newly-formed Habitat affiliate. After more than two decades of faithful service to the 
affiliate, Paul’s health began to decline and he was no longer able to actively volunteer. 

Paul’s wonderful family honored President/CEO Roger Schwierjohn and Habitat for Humanity by inviting Roger to 
attend Paul’s 100th birthday celebration held in 2012 at the Sun Valley Lodge in Sun City. “He was such a special 
person. Although he could no longer actively volunteer, his love for the Habitat mission and commitment to his 
faith never waned,” said Schwierjohn. “Paul had completed his estate planning and included a generous bequest 
to Habitat for Humanity. He passed away later that year and at his request we’ve funded two new builds in 
Glendale’s Palmaire Court in partnership with the Mighty United Methodist Coalition.”

Hector Nolasco also speaks with fondness when he remembers Paul and the amazing group of United Methodist 
Church volunteers. Hector and his wife, Reyna, were the first recipients of a home built by Habitat in the Phoenix 
area. “Our Habitat journey began more than 25 years ago when we moved with our five daughters from a one 
bedroom apartment into our El Mirage Habitat home. It is Paul Wolf I remember most. Through Habitat, he 
provided us with an opportunity to change the course of our lives and we will be forever grateful. Today our 
mortgage is paid in full and all five daughters have successful careers in healthcare or education. Dr. Wolf taught 
us to dream big and set high expectations.” 

We will always remember Paul’s big heart and his gift of friendship. His generous legacy gift is a true testimony of 
his belief in the mission because it will pave the way to home ownership for two more deserving Habitat families.
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